
**FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE**

**Antisemitic Incidents at Montgomery County Public Schools Spark Urgent Community
Concerns**

Following the attack on Israel by Hamas on October 7, 2023, Montgomery County Public
Schools (“MCPS”) permitted several student walkouts to take place during the school day.
These were all allegedly in support of the Palestinians and they occurred as follows: Clarksburg
HS and Poolesville HS on November 9, Paint Branch HS on November 10, Northwood HS and
Springbrook HS on November 17, and Sherwood HS on November 29. The walkouts have not
proceeded without incident, contrary to what school administrators in their communications to
staff, students, and families, would have you believe.

Online posts with pictures from walkouts illustrating antisemitic messaging, along with MCPS
emails and information therein obtained through the Maryland Public Information Act (“MPIA”),
raise serious questions about the handling of these events and the broader implications for the
safety and well-being of the school community, particularly Jewish and Israeli-American
students and staff. It also raises the concern that MCPS is failing to vigorously investigate the
groups involved in organizing events.

At a Board of Education meeting on January 11, 2024, Montgomery County parents testified
after learning of some of these alarming reports of antisemitism at the walkouts including
students using phrases and speeches containing terms like “Zionist entity,” “apartheid,” and
“Free Palestine, from the River to the Sea.” Pictures from the walkouts also showcase students
holding offensive signs, including some that read “Gaza is a concentration camp,” “We can’t
breathe since 1948,” and “Victory to the Palestinian Resistance”, negating the Jewish right to a
homeland. Some of the approved signs included messages like “by any means necessary,” and
“resistance until liberation,” which, at minimum, denied the brutal massacre of Israelis and
civilians on October 7.

Member of the Maryland Jewish Alliance (MJA), Laura Strashny, presented testimony based on
emails obtained under the MPIA related to the walkout that took place at Paint Branch HS. A
gasp was heard at the Board meeting when Ms. Strashny repeated the antisemitic phrases that
were used at the Paint Branch HS walkout and reported to administrators by a teacher: “We
should bring Hitler back” and “Kill the Jews”.
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The gravity of allowing antisemitism to fester and grow in MCPS and other Maryland public
school districts cannot be overstated. These and similar incidents have not been adequately
explored by the media and warrant a closer look.

**Incident 1: Hate Speech and Inadequate Response**

At Paint Branch HS, it appears that the school administration only found out about the planned
walkout the night before it was scheduled to take place. Key figures, the principal and the
Muslim Student Association (“MSA”) club sponsor, did not know who had organized it. Despite
this and without adequate investigation, the walkout was approved for November 10.

After the walkout, the MSA club sponsor reported hearing blatant antisemitic phrases and she
was able to identify one of the students saying them. Specifically, she heard two students yell
“we should bring Hitler back” and “Kill the Jews.”

Shockingly, despite
this hate speech, in
an email to the
school community,
the principal
described the
walkout as
"positive, peaceful,
and respectful”.
The principal also
rejected the plea
from the MSA
sponsor to address
the hate speech in
any follow-up
email.

Of further import, the MJA investigation uncovered no evidence that the administration
responded to the bigoted comments in line with the MCPS Hate/Bias Reporting Guidelines.
Spokesman for MCPS Christopher Cram reported that the identified student denied making the
comment and was not disciplined. This is further supported by emails released to the public.
Adding insult to injury, the principal excused absences for participating students, contrary to
established regulations.
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https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/siteassets/district/compliance/fy24_hate-bias-quick-reference.pdf
https://www.dailywire.com/news/maryland-principal-praised-student-protesters-after-teacher-reported-that-they-called-to-bring-hitler-back


**Incident 2: Disturbing Connections
and Erosion of Values**

At another walkout at Clarksburg High
School, a walkout associated with an
outside organization, the Palestinian
Youth Movement (PYM), took place on
November 9th, the anniversary of
Kristallnacht, a historically significant
date marked by the Nazi regime's violent
attacks against Jews.

An email to the principal from a student
representative of the MSA proposing the
walkout is below (as well as the reply
from the principal). The student
highlights the association with the PYM
and warns that the walkout will probably
happen whether there is approval from
the school or not.

In response, Principal Owusu expressed
pride in the Muslim Student Association's
decision to support the event, providing microphones, speakers, and excused absences.
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Prior to the Clarksburg HS walkout, school administrators instructed student organizers to
submit proposed chants, posters, and speeches in advance for review. What the students
submitted that morning was laden with anti-American sentiment and antisemitism, advocating
for violent resistance and the destruction of the Jewish homeland. These messages included:
"By any means necessary" and "Resistance until liberation."
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The accompanying speeches (below) further used terms like “nakba”, “intifada”, and “Zionist
entity”.
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**Community Response and Urgent Call to Action**

These incidents have ignited deep concern within the Montgomery County community,
prompting a call for swift and decisive action from MCPS officials. MJA, parents, community
leaders, and concerned citizens are demanding transparency, accountability, and a thorough
investigation into the handling of these antisemitic incidents. MJA estimates that there is,
unfortunately, a treasure trove of documentation regarding similar incidents at many other
Maryland schools. As such, it is in the public interest that the media take a closer look at these
and similar incidents.

MJA further demands that MCPS: 1) investigate the aforementioned incidents and responses
thereto, 2) ensure that responses to antisemitic incidents, inclusive of these incidents and going
forward, follow the same policy and process taken to address any other form of hate, 3)
vigorously investigate outside groups involved in organizing student events to verify that they
are not antisemitic ahead of any similar events, and 4) not permit last minute events, such as
these walkouts, to proceed without time to review the organizations involved and proposed
political language to be used.

For further inquiries or to schedule interviews, please contact:

Maryland Jewish Alliance
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MDJewishAlliance@gmail.com
(240) 600-1804

### About Maryland Jewish Alliance (“MJA”)

MJA newly formed advocacy group dedicated to combating the rise in antisemitism in Maryland
schools and communities. Our mission is to advocate for educating students, staff, and
administrators in recognizing and addressing antisemitism; representing the interest of Jewish
and Israeli-American voices in focus groups and at Board of Education meetings vis a vis
antisemitism.

11


